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WANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the meeting of Wanborough Parish Council held on  22nd September 2008 in 
Wanborough Village Hall, High Street, Wanborough at 19.30.  
 
PRESENT: Mr W Suter (Chairman), Mr G Sumner (Vice-Chairman), Mr C Offer, Mr B 

Biggs, Mr D Hayward, Mr C Hayes, Mr W J Smith, Mr A Bennett, Mrs L Berry, 
Mrs A Basevi 

 
In Attendance Mrs A J Raymond (Clerk)  
 
1. Apologies:   Roger Whitfield 
 
2. Declaration of interest: Mr David Hayward declared a personal interest in item 6.2.1 

as he owns an allotment.    
 
3. Minutes:  The minutes of the previous meeting held on 1st September 2008 had 

been circulated to all Parish Councillors. The minutes were signed by the Chairman 
as a true record. 

 
Meeting was adjourned for Public Questions 
 
4. Report from Ward Councillor 

Mr Andrew Bennett gave an update on flooding issues.  He reported that SBC have 
now advertised a vacancy for an additional person to work with Mr Glyn Bennett, 
hopefully interviews will take place shortly.   
Mr Andrew Bennett confirmed that he had spoken to Mr Sam Weller about talking to 
the Parish on “Emergency Planning”. He expects the presentation will take in the 
region of 1-1½ hrs.  It was agreed to hold a meeting separately to the Parish Council 
meeting and Monday 17th November 2008 was suggested.  Mr Andrew Bennett to 
check if Mr Weller is available for that date and report back. 

5 PLANNING 
5.1 To consider Planning Applications received: 

S/08/1805RM  & S/CAC/08/1806RM– 23 Church Road – Erection of single storey 
side/rear extensions and erection of new stone/brick boundary wall.  Parish Council 
raised concerns with the sight lines for the car parking at the rear of the property; it 
was also felt that the new wall would make the sight lines even worse.  
SS/08/1750YAKA – 6 Gosling Close – Erection of single storey side and rear 
extensions.  Parish Council objected to this application for the following reasons: - 

• The rear extension would be too close to the rear boundary fence, resulting 
in an adverse effect on the school; 

• Over development of the site. 
S/LBC/08/1787RM – The Lynch House, 33 Church Road – Conversion of tack room 
into hobby room.  Parish Council considered this application and raised no 
objection; 
 

5.2 To notify the Schedule to the Permission/Consent received 
S/08/1449/CLMC – Mosswood, Ham Road – Erection of entrance gates and works 
to front garden 
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5.3 To notify the Schedule to the Refusal received: 
S/08/1388/JABU – Land adjoining Praeters House, High Street – Erection of 1 no. 
dwelling with detached garage and access. 

 
 

6 COMMITTEE AND REPRESENTATIVES 
6.1 Hooper’s Field and Recreation 
6.1.1 Hooper’s Field Sub Committee meeting will be held on Monday 29 th September. 
6.1.2. Clerk has received a number of e-mails from Beacon and the most recent stated 

that they will be taking Parish Council to court to reclaim the final instalment.  Clerk 
has received confirmation from the LTA that Parish Council should not pay until the 
matter of the tennis court surface is resolved.  Clerk has also spoken to Mr Lee 
West who has agreed to send further comments on the letter recently received from 
Beacon and Hanson, this has not yet been received. It was agreed that Mr Andrew 
Bennett would ask Mr Stephen Taylor (SBC Solicitor) for advice.  

 
6.2 Footpaths, Village Maintenance and Allotments  
6.2.1 Annual Allotment meeting was held on Monday 15 th September 2008, at which Mr 

Bob Biggs gave a presentation on herbs.  The allotment holders raised the following 
issues at the meeting:- 

• The water from the water trough on the left as you enter the site is leaking – 
Clerk has already asked Lee Wells to look at this.  The water has also now 
been turned off for the winter; 

• New plot markers are needed for some of the plots; Clerk to laminate new 
plot numbers. 

• Thames Water are neglecting the cutting of grass on their side of the fence, 
causing weeds to grow through onto the adjoining plots.  Parish Council 
agreed to review next year. 

• Allotment sheds were burgled in August and allotment holders affected were 
asked to report it to the police.  It was agreed that it is not a good idea to 
store petrol in the sheds, as this seemed to be the reason for the break -ins.  
Parish Council agreed to amend the agreements to include this.  

• The entrance is very dangerous, can a sign be put up to warn drivers of a 
“concealed entrance”.  Parish Council agreed to maintain the grass so that 
sight lines when exiting the site are improved. 

6.2.2. Clerk has spoken to Ms S Montgomery who has confirmed that the traffic survey has 
been carried out on the High Street and Kite Hill. The data is currently being 
analysed and this information should be received before the next Parish Council 
meeting.  Clerk has also clarified the costs for the signs as follows: - 

• Westcotec provide the signs at a cost of £2,150 each, they do not 
undertake the installation. 

• The installation is carried out by Swindon Commercial Services and, 
provided there is an electrical connection within 3 metres, then the 
cost to install one sign will be £500.  The electric supply will be 
connected to the overhead telegraph poles and Ms S Montgomery felt 
that it would be possible to locate the signs within 3 metres of these 
poles.  If they cannot, the cost of installation will be higher and there 
will be additional cost of laying cables and ducting.  

• Ms S Montgomery felt that solar powered signs would not be a good 
option for the area. 

6.2.3 Cost of a new bin next to the bus stop on Church Road.  Cost of a black bin the 
same as at Lower Rec is £189, and the cost of a wooden bin exterior with steel 
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frame is £203.  After a discussion Parish Council agreed that Mrs Anita Basevi 
would try and gain a grant from SBC to help fund a new bin. 

6.2.4. Mower for Village Lengthsman.   Baydon Mowers have recommended a 22  inch 
wide mower at a cost of £740.  Parish Council unanimously agreed to purchase a 
mower for the lengthsman at a cost of £740.    

6.2.5 Thanks were offered to Mr Joe Smith for cutting the allotment hedge. 
6.2.6. Clerk has contacted Swindon Services to inspect an ash tree at the top of the Lower 

Rec and an ash tree on the land next to the school; residents have contacted Clerk 
with concerns about these two trees.   

   
6.3  Wanborough Village Hall Management Committee 
6.3.1 Meeting held on 8th September. 
6.3.2. Parish Council meetings booked for 27 th July, 7th, 14th and 28th September 2009 

cannot be held at the Village Hall as the Hall will be closed for the replacement of 
the roof.  Parish Council agreed to book Hooper’s Field instead for these meetings.  

6.3.3 Meeting to discuss the roof project is due to be held on Tuesday 23 rd September 
 
6.4 Planning and Finance 
6.4.1 SBC would like to carry out a review of the Lower Wanborough Conservation 

Character Appraisal.  They are holding a “drop in” event at the Village Hall on 
Thursday 23rd October from 4pm – 7pm when residents and Councillors can meet 
with the Conservation Officer to discuss appraisal.  They would also like to receive 
comments from Parish Council by 31st October, in particular on:- 
• Is the current document an accurate assessment of the conservation area?  
• Are there any parts within the document that are inaccurate or misrepresented? 

Any omissions? 
• Should the existing boundaries be changed to incorporate or exclude certain 

areas and buildings? 
• What opportunities exist for enhancement of the conservation area? 
As part of this review SBC will be sending questionnaires to all residents.  They also 
intend to provide a Conservation Area Management Plan, which will explain how the 
area could be maintained, managed and improved.  

6.4.2. Event held at Liddington Warren Farm.  SBC received a number of noise complaints 
and as a result have written to the owner asking for a review of the licence and will 
be meeting with him on Monday 22nd September to discuss.  Parish Council agreed 
to wait for the outcome of this meeting. 

 
7 FINANCE 
7.1 Financial Statement 
 The monthly statement was circulated. It was proposed by Mr Gary Sumner and 

seconded by Mr Colin Hayes that “The Financial Statement be accepted, the 
payment of accounts be endorsed and the bills for payment be accepted and paid, 
the petty cash expenditure for September 2008 endorsed and the transfers to cover 
September 2008 expenditure be approved.” 

7.2 Monthly Cash Flow Statement 
 The monthly cash flow statement was circulated.  No questions were raised 

regarding the statement. 
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8. OTHER 
 
8.1 Transport 
8.1.1. Kite Hill road closure has been delayed due to the fact that when Swindon 

Commercial Services carried out a few initial tests they found that an electricity 
cable was in the way and therefore need to contact Southern Electric before th e 
work can now be carried out.  SBC do not know when the work on Kite Hill will now 
commence.   

8.2 Parish Plan 
8.2.1 Mr Bill Suter asked what the next stage is to move the Parish Plan forward.  After a 

discussion it was agreed that another sub committee meeting should be held to put 
together an action plan and to report back to Parish Council.  

 Mr Andrew Bennett has also submitted an article for the Parish Newsletter asking for 
residents who would like to be involved to come forward. 

8.3 Parish Newsletter 
8.3.1 Clerk circulated a draft newsletter, which had a few articles still missing.  Mr Bill 

Suter requested that outstanding articles need to be sent to the Clerk by 
Wednesday 24th September at the latest, as the aim is to send the newsletter to all 
residents in October.  It was agreed to put a photo of the flooding in the newsletter.  

8.4 Appointment of new Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer  
8.4.4 An advert advertising the vacancy will be included in the Parish Newsletter, 

interview sub committee will include Mr Gary Sumner, Mr Bill Suter and Mr Colin 
Offer. 

 
9. CORRESPONDENCE 

All correspondence received since the last meeting on 1st September 2008 was 
available at the meeting.   

 
 Meeting closed at 21.50 
 Date of next meeting Monday 27th October 2008 
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